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PREFACE. 


Apiui,,  1851,  clostis  upon  tlic  secumd  ypHr  of  our  literary  existence, 
and,  what  is  so  much  better,  of  our  literary  sueeess.  This  little  bantling 
of  two  years  old,  The  Enousuwomax’s  Domestic  Magazine,  has 
fallen  upon  pleasant  paths ;  its  ))rivileges  are  choice  and  numerous  ;  and 
to  use  the  conventional  language  of  its  patronesses,  it  M  ould  be  “  a 
shame”  indeed,  if  it  did  not  groM'  in  grace  and  goodness  in  proportion 
to  its  growth  in  popular  favour. 

IfoM'  far  the  work  //as  iinprf)\ed  under  the  fostering  patronage 
of  tuenty-tive  thousand  Englislnvomeu — hapj»y  Magazine  ! — it  would 
not  become  us  to  speak.  Modesty,  our  subscribers’  om'u  peculiar  house¬ 
hold  deity,  may  uevertheh'ss  allow  us  to  boast  of  tno  improving 
agents :  good  endeavour,  animated  as  much  by  grateful  feeling  as  by 
the  jileasures  of  success,  and  “  good  intentions  which,  mc  must  remind 
tiiosi'  who  remember  a  certain  stern  and  uncomfortable  adage,  go  to 
jiave  the  Morld  beloM'  only  nhen  uufultillcd. 

AVe  have  our  own  method,  however,  of  expressing  our  private  opinion 
as  to  the  result  of  past  endeavours,  and  the  value  of  our  good  intentions  : 
namely,  i)y  still  repeating  the  one,  and  still  coining  the  other.  This  a 
large,  and  etlicicut  band  of  eontribidors  are  bound  to  do  during  the 
career  of  the  fortheoming  \oliuue.  The  inercasing  public  support  we 
enjoy  challenges  a  return,  and  demands  increasing  efforts  to  deserve  it ; 
and  direeted  as  all  our  aims  are,  as  much  to  the  useful  as  the  agreeable. 
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